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IMPACT OF DELAYED VACCINATIONS
The devastating
impact of
delayed
vaccinations

VACCINATE. You have
the power to change
their future!
1

• Late vaccination can be associated
with a reduced chance of survival
in cases of disease exposure.1
• Delayed vaccinations put a child at
significant risk of not receiving all the
recommended vaccine doses.4

The implication of untimely
vaccination is that children
with incomplete or delayed
vaccination, are at unnecessary
risk of VPDs, and may potentially
become the vehicles
for epidemics.2,5

The impact
of DELAYED
vaccinations
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Reasons why not to delay
your baby/child’s
vaccinations...
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IMPACT OF DELAYED VACCINATIONS
Vaccine-preventable
diseases

Did you know?
Delayed vaccinations are defined as a delay of
30+ days after the recommended age for each
dose?3

Complete and timely vaccination
is necessary to achieve effective control
of vaccine-preventable diseases (VPDs).1,2

Some parents may delay vaccinations
due to:

• Complete or ‘full’ vaccination coverage
during infancy is essential to prevent lifethreatening childhood infections.1,2

Understanding the
risks of delayed
vaccination

• Delivering vaccines at the right time,
and at the right age is also essential
to protect infants and children at the
age they are most vulnerable.1,2

• A fear of the side effects of vaccines4
• A preference to ‘spread-out’ injections so that
not as many are administered at one time4
• Difficulty getting children to vaccination clinics
because of transport or illness4

Delayed vaccinations increase the child’s risk of
susceptibility to preventable infections that may
be life-threatening at an early age.2,3,4

Why is timing so
important?

Delayed vaccinations:

“Ripple” effect:

Put an infant or child at a
longer period of risk between
the loss of maternal antibodies
and protection from vaccineinduced immunity.2

A timely start to vaccination, in the first year
of life, is especially important as maternal
antibodies rapidly decline.2 It is necessary
to vaccinate at the recommended ages
and not delay or ‘spread out’ vaccines, as
these are the ages that have the highest risk
for specific infections and for which vaccines
have been tested and proven.2

A vaccine delay at one visit
impacts subsequent doses,
resulting in

60 – 70 % of children,
not completing their full set
of vaccinations within the
recommended time.

Negatively affect the herd
immunity in the community,
which means spreading of
disease is made easier.2

This puts children at risk of infections
that are preventable.4,5
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Contribute to the outbreaks
and epidemics of vaccinepreventable diseases.2
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